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Introduction 

The Nigeria Seed Portal is an essential tool for breeders aiming to release, register, and protect their 

plant varieties. It comprises two main sections: the Plant Variety Release and Registration Portal (PVR 

Portal) and the Plant Variety Protection Portal (PVP Portal). This manual provides a detailed guide for 

breeders to navigate these portals, ensuring compliance with Nigerian regulations. 

Objectives 

1. Facilitate the efficient use of the Nigeria Seed Portal for variety release and protection. 

2. Ensure breeders comply with Nigerian rules and regulations for variety release and 

plant variety protection. 

3. Provide detailed, step-by-step instructions to navigate and utilize the PVR and PVP 

portals. 

Using the Plant Variety Release and Registration Portal (PVR 

Portal) 

1. Accessing the PVR Portal 

• Login: 

• Navigate to the PVR portal landing page. 

• Enter your login credentials and the correct CAPTCHA. 

• Click on the "Sign In" button. 

       The CAPTCHA ensures that the login attempt is made by a human, preventing 

automated system access. 
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• Registration (if not already registered): 

• Select the option to register as a breeder. 

• Fill in the required details, which will be sent to the National Centre for Genetic 

Resources and Biotechnology (NACGRAB) for scrutiny. 

• Await account activation via email. 

• Log in using the provided credentials once activated. 

 

 

 

       NACGRAB ensures that all breeder registrations are legitimate and meet the 

necessary requirements. 
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2. Starting a PVR Application 

• Initiate Application: 

• After logging in, click on "New Application." 

• You will be directed to a multi-tabbed application form. 

 

 

 

       The multi-tabbed format organizes the application process into manageable 

sections, making it easier to provide detailed information. 
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• Filling in Information: 

• General Information: 

• Choose the crop from the dropdown list. 

• Fill in all relevant details, such as variety name, breeding method, and parental 

lines. 

• Click "Next" to proceed to the next section. 

• Descriptors: 

• Enter general descriptors (e.g., plant height, leaf shape), specific descriptors 

(e.g., flower color), DUS (Distinctness, Uniformity, and Stability), and VCU 

(Value for Cultivation and Use) information. 

• Saving Progress: 

• Continuously save your application by clicking "Save Application." 

• A temporary reference number will be generated for tracking. 

• See the 3 screenshots for the steps below 

 

       saving your progress prevents data loss and generates a reference number for future tracking and 

it progresses the application to the next tab. 
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3. Uploading Documents 

• Document Upload: 

• Click "Choose File" to select the required documents from your device. 

• Click "Add" to upload each document (up to five files). 

• After adding all files, click "Save Documents." 

 

 

 

 

• Saving and Editing: 

       Uploaded documents should include breeding records, test reports, application 

payment proofs and any other relevant certifications as required by the PVR 
regulations. 
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• Your application will now be saved but not submitted, allowing you to edit or upload 

more documents later. You submit to registrar later when you are confident you have all 

the information needed for the submission. You submit finally g   g        “ y 

A    c      ”   c       d c  ck  g     green button  

 

       This feature provides flexibility to gather and upload documents over time, 

ensuring completeness before final submission. 

 

 

 

 

4. Submitting the Application 

• Final Review: 

• Review all entered information and uploaded documents. 

• Once satisfied, submit your application to the registrar. (  use this button) 

• Track the application status in the breeder's dashboard. 

 

       A thorough review ensures accuracy and completeness, reducing the likelihood of rejection or 

requests for additional information. 
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5. Tracking Application Status 

• Dashboard Status Indicators: 

• Pending: Finalize and submit your application. 

• Submitted: Await registrar's acceptance or provisional rejection. 

• Rejected under Consideration: Edit and resubmit the application with corrections. 

• Accepted under Consideration: Registrar's review is in progress. 

 

 

 

 

       These status indicators help breeders understand the current state of their 

application and what actions, if any, are required. 
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Using the Plant Variety Protection Portal (PVP Portal) 

1. Accessing the PVP Portal 

• Login: 

• Navigate to the PVP portal landing page. 

• Enter your login credentials and the correct CAPTCHA. 

• Click on the "Sign In" button. 

       The CAPTCHA ensures that the login attempt is made by a human, preventing 

automated system access. 
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• Registration (if not already registered): 

• Select the option to register as a breeder. 

• Fill in the required details for scrutiny by the Plant Variety Protection Office (PVPO). 

• Await account activation via email. 

• Log in using the provided credentials once activated. 

 

 

 

 

2. Starting a PVP Application 

       PVPO ensures that all breeder registrations are legitimate and meet the necessary 

requirements. 
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• Initiate Application: 

• After logging in, click on "New Application." 

• You will be directed to a multi-tabbed application form. 

 

 

 

• Filling in Information: 

• General Information: 

• Fill in all relevant details, such as variety name, breeding method, and parental 

lines. 

• Click "Next" to proceed to the next section. 

       The multi-tabbed format organizes the application process into manageable 

sections, making it easier to provide detailed information. 
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• UPOV Model Technical Questionnaire: 

• Complete the questionnaire according to the guidelines provided by the 

International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV). 

 

• DUS Information: 

• Enter the required DUS details. 

• If you already have done the DUS testing through an authorized entity, check 

    “I      DUS       ” c  ck  x   d      d     pdf document. Otherwise 

continue selecting the DUS traits for the crop from the drop down menu. 
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• Saving Progress: 

• Continuously save your application by clicking "Save Application." 

• A temporary reference number will be generated for tracking. 

 

 

 

3. Uploading Documents 

• Document Upload: 

• Click “Choose File” to select the required documents from your device. 

       Regularly saving your progress prevents data loss and generates a reference number 

for future tracking. 
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• Click “Add” to upload each document. 

• After adding all files, click “Save Documents.” 

 

       Uploaded documents should include breeding records, test reports, payment proofs, and any other 

relevant certifications as delimited by the Nigerian laws. 

 

 

 

 

• Saving and Editing: 
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• Your application can be saved but not submitted, allowing you to edit or upload more 

documents later. 

       This feature provides flexibility to gather and upload documents over time, ensuring 

completeness before final submission. 

 

 

4. Submitting the Application 

• Final Review: 

• Review all entered information and uploaded documents. 

• Once satisfied, submit your application to the registrar. 

• Track the application status in the breeder's dashboard. 

• Explanation: A thorough review ensures accuracy and completeness, reducing the 

likelihood of rejection or requests for additional information. 
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5. Tracking Application Status 

• Dashboard Status Indicators: 

• Pending/Draft: Finalize and submit your application. 

• Submitted: Await registrar's acceptance or provisional rejection. 

• Rejected under Consideration: Edit and resubmit the application with corrections. 

• Accepted under Consideration: Await the review and Gazette publication. 
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        These status indicators help breeders understand the current state of their application and 

what actions, if any, are required. 

 

 

Compliance with Nigerian Rules 

Both the PVR and PVP portals are designed to comply with Nigerian regulations for plant variety release 

and protection. The steps outlined ensure adherence to the guidelines set by NACGRAB for variety 

release and PVPO for variety protection, facilitating a smooth and regulatory-compliant process for 

breeders. 
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Glossary 

1. Account Activation: The step after successful breeder registration where the relevant Nigerian 

authority verifies the provided information and grants the breeder access to the online portals by 

activating their account and providing login credentials.  

2. Application Status: Indicators that inform breeders about the current stage of their application, 

such as "Pending," "Submitted," "Rejected under Consideration," or "Accepted under 

Consideration," allowing them to track its progress.  

3. Breeder Registration: The process by which a breeder provides personal and professional details 

to the relevant Nigerian authority (NACGRAB or PVPO) to establish their identity and eligibility to 

apply for plant variety release or protection.  

4. Breeder's Dashboard: A personalized online interface within the Nigeria Seed Portal where 

breeders can access, manage, and monitor the status of their applications for variety release or 

protection.  

5. CAPTCHA: A security measure that involves presenting a simple test (e.g., identifying distorted 

letters or numbers) during the login process to verify that the user is a human and not an 

automated system, preventing unauthorized access.  

6. Distinctness, Uniformity, and Stability (DUS): Three essential criteria that a new plant variety 

must meet to be eligible for protection, ensuring it is distinct from existing varieties, uniform in its 

characteristics, and stable across generations.  

7. Document Upload: The process of submitting supporting documentation, such as breeding 

records, test reports, and relevant certifications, as part of the application process for variety 

release or protection.  

8. DUS Report: An official document that presents the results of the DUS testing conducted on a 

new plant variety, demonstrating its compliance with the DUS criteria required for protection.  

9. DUS Testing: A comprehensive evaluation process to assess whether a new plant variety meets 

the Distinctness, Uniformity, and Stability criteria, typically conducted by authorized testing 

centers or agencies.  

10. DUS Traits: Specific characteristics or attributes of a plant variety that are assessed during the 

DUS testing process, such as plant height, leaf shape, flower color, or disease resistance, to 

determine its distinctness, uniformity, and stability.  

11. Final Review: The step in the application process where breeders carefully review all the 

information and documents they have provided to ensure accuracy and completeness before 

submitting the application to the relevant authority.  

12. Gazette Publication: The official public announcement or notice in the government gazette 

(official journal) regarding the acceptance of a plant variety for protection, informing the general 

public and other interested parties and invite if they have any objections pertaining to 

infringement.  

13. General Descriptors: Broad characteristics used to describe the overall appearance and growth 

habit of a plant variety, such as plant height, leaf shape, and growth pattern.  

14. Multi-tabbed Application Form: A user-friendly format for online applications that breaks down 

the process into multiple sections or tabs, allowing breeders to navigate and complete the 

application in a structured and organized manner.  

15. National Centre for Genetic Resources and Biotechnology (NACGRAB): The Nigerian 

government agency responsible for overseeing and regulating the release and registration of new 

plant varieties in the country.  

16. Nigerian Regulations: The laws, rules, and guidelines set forth by the Nigerian government, 

through agencies like NACGRAB and PVPO, that govern the processes of plant variety release, 

registration, and protection in the country.  
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17. Parental Lines: The parent plant varieties or genotypes used in the breeding process to create 

the new variety, information that must be provided in the application.  

18. Plant Variety Protection Office (PVPO): The Nigerian government office tasked with 

administering and enforcing plant variety protection laws, ensuring breeders' rights over their 

protected varieties.  

19. Plant Variety Protection Portal (PVP Portal): A section of the Nigeria Seed Portal that enables 

breeders to apply for legal protection of their new plant varieties, granting them exclusive rights 

over their commercialization and propagation.  

20. Plant Variety Release and Registration Portal (PVR Portal): A section of the Nigeria Seed 

Portal designed to facilitate the process of applying for the official release and registration of newly 

developed plant varieties in Nigeria.  

21. Provisional Rejection: A temporary rejection of an application for variety release or protection, 

typically due to incomplete or incorrect information, allowing the breeder to make necessary 

corrections and resubmit the application.  

22. Reference Number: A unique identification number assigned to a breeder's application upon 

saving their progress, allowing them to track and retrieve their application at a later time.  

23. Regulatory Compliance: The adherence to the rules, regulations, and guidelines set forth by the 

Nigerian government agencies (NACGRAB and PVPO) governing the processes of plant variety 

release, registration, and protection, which the Nigeria Seed Portal is designed to facilitate.  

24. Saving and Editing: The ability to save an incomplete application and make changes or add more 

information before final submission, allowing breeders to gather and prepare all necessary 

documents and data over time.  

25. Specific Descriptors: Detailed characteristics used to distinguish a plant variety, such as flower 

color, fruit size, or disease resistance.  

26. UPOV Model Technical Questionnaire: A standardized questionnaire developed by the 

International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) that breeders must 

complete as part of the application process for plant variety protection, providing detailed technical 

information about their new variety.  

27. Value for Cultivation and Use (VCU): An evaluation of a new plant variety's agronomic 

performance, yield potential, and suitability for cultivation and intended use, which is a 

requirement for variety release and registration.  

28. Variety Name / Denomination: The unique name assigned to a new plant variety by the 

breeder, which must be provided in the application form.  

29. Breeding Method: The specific technique or approach used by the breeder to develop the new 

plant variety, such as hybridization, mutation breeding, or genetic engineering.  

30. Nigeria Seed Portal: A comprehensive online platform maintained by the Nigerian government 

that provides breeders with digital tools for releasing, registering, and obtaining legal protection 

for new plant varieties. 


